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Congratulations to the 382 Knights of Columbus
ﬁeld agents who were recognized for their commitment
to excellence, outstanding service and highest ethical
standards. We salute these men for their devotion to
continuing Father McGivney’s mission. To see a full list
of the 2022 qualiﬁers, please turn to page 32.
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At the 140th Supreme Convention, Knights are urged to protect
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At the Service
of Spiritual Renewal
Dear Mr. Kelly,
His Holiness Pope Francis sends greetings and prayerful good wishes to all
those assembled in Nashville, Tennessee, from 2-4 August next for the 140th
Supreme Convention of the Knights
of Columbus. It is his hope that the
Convention, the first to meet in person
following the outbreak of the Covid
pandemic, will be an enriching experience of renewing friendships, forging
new bonds of fraternity and reflecting
on the challenges and opportunities
facing the Knights, their councils and
indeed the entire Church, in the wake
of the global health crisis. He willingly joins the delegates and the invited
dignitaries and guests in honoring Past
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson for
his years of distinguished leadership
and in pledging prayerful support and
encouragement to you in your task
of guiding the Order in fidelity to its
founding principles of Christian charity, unity and brotherhood.
The theme of this year’s Convention — “Into the Breach” — recognizes the firm commitment of the
Knights to contribute to the renewal
of the Church’s life and mission at this
critical moment in her history. As is
well known, the crisis occasioned by
the outbreak of the pandemic affected
not only public health but also the
entire network of relations in society,
with lasting consequences for the life
of families and communities. Nor were
our Catholic communities spared.
Indeed, one of the urgent tasks facing
the Church at every level in the immediate future is that of restoring vibrant
2

parish life, rebuilding the works of the
apostolate and reaching out pastorally
to those who, for whatever reason,
have yet to return to full participation
in the Church’s sacramental life. His
Holiness is convinced that the Knights
will find creative ways to place their ingenuity, generosity and trust in God’s
grace at the service of this urgent task
of spiritual renewal, and so play a vital
role in ensuring that individuals and
parishes emerge from the crisis in an
even better state than before. He is particularly grateful for the efforts of the
Order to emphasize the centrality of
the Mass in the life of the Church, not
only through programs of catechesis

but also by fostering devotion to our
Lord’s real presence in the Eucharist
and by encouraging the praiseworthy
practice of Eucharistic adoration.
In these months, as the Church
throughout the world engages in a
synodal journey of prayer, listening
and discernment of the signs of the
times (cf. Mt 16:3), the Holy Father is
confident that the Knights, in the spirit of Blessed Michael McGivney, will
discover innovative ways to inspire
young Catholic men to serve our Lord
and his Church, to share in the Order’s
high ideals of faith and fraternity, and
to join in its charitable works. The
Knights have traditionally worked

CNS photo/Paul Haring

Greetings from Pope Francis sent to Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly and the Supreme Convention
by Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin
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for the spread of God’s Kingdom and
the building up of society above all
through their quiet fidelity to prayer,
their steadfast devotion to their vocation as husbands and fathers, and their
frequently hidden service to the poor
and needy in our midst. As it becomes
increasingly evident that our societies
stand at a moral crossroads, this testimony, together with the outstanding
public witness of your Order to the
defense of marriage and the family,
and to the God-given dignity of all
human life, represents a precious service to the culture of life, the common
good and the renewal of the social
fabric in accordance with the values of
the Gospel.
The Supreme Convention is meeting
at a time when a new and devastating
conflict has broken out in Ukraine,
to be added to all those other situations of conflict that constitute, as the
Holy Father has often stated, a third
world war fought piecemeal. From the
outbreak of hostilities, the Knights
have been in the forefront of efforts
to address the grave humanitarian
crisis resulting from the displacement of countless civilians, providing
much-needed food, medicine and
clothing to the refugees. His Holiness
is especially grateful for the choral
participation of the members of your
Order in the Church’s continuing campaign of prayer to end this senseless
and brutal explosion of violence, and
he encourages the Knights and their
families to renew daily the act of consecration of Russia and Ukraine to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary. He is greatly consoled by the solidarity shown to
the suffering Ukrainian people through
the efforts of the Knights in that
country, in cooperation with the local
Churches, to meet so many immediate material and spiritual needs. He
likewise expresses appreciation for the
practical support given through the
Knights of Columbus Ukraine Solidarity Fund, which is not merely a means
of charitable outreach but a concrete
way of fostering communion with your
brother Knights in that war-torn land.

The theme of this
year’s Convention —
“Into the Breach” —
recognizes the firm
commitment of the
Knights to contribute
to the renewal of
the Church’s life
and mission at this
critical moment in
her history.
Finally, the Holy Father has asked
me to renew his appreciation for the
constant care shown by your Order for
persecuted Christians, especially in
the Middle East and Africa, and your
efforts to promote religious freedom
in the service of justice, solidarity and
human fraternity. Nor can he fail to
express his gratitude for the unfailing
assistance given by the Knights of
Columbus to his ministry as Pastor of
the Universal Church.
Commending the deliberations of
the Supreme Convention to the loving
intercession of Our Lady, Mother of
the Church, His Holiness cordially
imparts his Blessing to all the Knights
and their families as a pledge of joy
and peace in Jesus her divine Son.
Yours sincerely,

Columbia
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‘STEP INTO
THE BREACH’
At the 140th Supreme Convention, Knights are urged to protect life,
strengthen the family and proclaim the faith

D

elegates to the 140th Supreme Convention met
Aug. 2-4 in Nashville, Tennessee, gathering in person
for the first time since the COVID-19 pandemic began.
The virtual became real as handshakes and face-to-face conversations replaced the videoconferences of the last two years. Fraternal and family events on hiatus since 2019 resumed, kicking
off with a welcome concert and award session at the Grand Ole
Opry House on Aug. 1 (see page 6). Mass was celebrated each

4

day, with dozens of bishops and priests concelebrating.
Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly underscored the spirit of joy
and fraternity as he began his annual report Aug. 2, saying, “It’s
good to be with you. After three long years, the Supreme Convention is in person again. We are back where we belong!”
However, he quickly turned from the past to the future,
outlining the work ahead and calling on Knights everywhere
to step up in the face of cultural challenges.
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Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly delivers his annual report during the 140th Supreme Convention’s opening business session Aug. 2.

“A Knight is a leader who stands in the breach,” the supreme knight said in his report (see page 20). “We defend
the faith. We protect the family. And when a need arises, we
rise to meet it — with charity, unity and fraternity.”
The theme of this year’s convention — Into the Breach —
echoes the popular K of C video series and faith program
aimed at strengthening men to live out their vocations as
husbands, fathers, and defenders of human dignity and the
most vulnerable.
A letter of greeting from Pope Francis (see page 2), sent
by Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin, underscored “the outstanding public witness of your Order to the
defense of marriage and the family, and to the God-given
dignity of all human life,” and thanked the Knights of Columbus for its ongoing work to support Ukrainian refugees
and persecuted Christians.
During the convention, Supreme Knight Kelly applauded
a number of exemplary witnesses to the highest ideals of the

Order, including his predecessor, Past Supreme Knight Carl
Anderson, whom he thanked for his years of tireless and
visionary service (see page 11). With Supreme Chaplain
Archbishop William Lori of Baltimore, the supreme knight
also presented the inaugural Blessed Michael McGivney
Medal to Father Matthew Keller, past state chaplain of New
Mexico (see page 7), and at the States Dinner, he conferred
the St. Michael Award upon Ukraine State Deputy Youriy
Maletskiy (see page 13).
“The days ahead will be difficult. The road will be long,”
Supreme Knight Kelly acknowledged in his report. “So let us
set out as our Founder and the men before us did. And the
Lord who has brought us this far will carry us further still.
As together, we step into the breach.”
The following pages feature more information about the
convention’s proceedings, including excerpts from homilies
and addresses and the full text of the supreme knight’s report.
For extended coverage, visit kofc.org/convention. B
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Knights, Councils Recognized for
Outstanding Achievements
Knight’s Award Session was
held Aug. 1 in conjunction
with a welcome concert for
delegates and families at
the Grand Ole Opry House
in Nashville. In between
performances from The
Hillbilly Thomists — a
bluegrass band composed
of Dominican friars — and
country music singer Craig
Morgan, Supreme Knight
Patrick Kelly honored exemplary councils, as well as
the International Family of
the Year and the inaugural
recipient of the new Blessed
Michael McGivney Medal
(see page 7). Below are
details about the international program award
winners and select honors
for insurance sales and
membership growth.
FAITH
“The Fisherman” is a men’s
apostolate created by Sts.
Anne and Joachim Council
11930 in Fargo, N.D., to
help men grow in faith and
virtue while also training
them to become better
servant leaders and missionary disciples. Participants
spend eight months praying
together and studying
Scripture. Candidates learn
about authentic masculinity,
prayer and encountering
Christ through the sacraments. The course ends
with a workshop on evangelization, and graduates are
asked to discern whether
God is calling them to lead
a small group through the
program the next year.
6

FAMILY
When Fort Belvoir (Va.)
Council 11170 learned that
an estimated 200 families
at the U.S. Army base had
trouble putting food on
the table, it created the
Leave No Military Family
Behind initiative to provide
assistance. The Knights’
initial goal was to provide
$5,000 in commissary gift
cards to Fort Belvoir’s Army
Community Service; they
succeeded in doubling that
amount, and their efforts
helped more than 150
military families during the
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.
COMMUNITY
Members of St. Wojciech
Patron of Poland Council 15267 in Tomaszów
Lubelski, Poland, helped
construct a “Tent of Hope
and Mercy” to welcome
Ukrainian refugees to the Polish border town of Hrebenne
only three days after the
Russian invasion. Volunteers
provided the refugees —
mostly women, children
and the elderly — with
around-the-clock assistance,
including food, childcare,
first aid and transportation to
reception points. The Mercy
Center, as it came to be
named, was enlarged March
15 with support from the
Order’s Ukraine Solidarity
Fund and the Catholic Near
East Welfare Association, and
a chapel was added where
priests and religious sisters
offered refugees spiritual
support. The Mercy Center

Marcin Wojciechowski, grand knight of St. Wojciech Patron of
Poland Council 15267, directs volunteers at the Ukraine border
crossing in Hrebenne, Poland, on March 5.

hosted an estimated 300,000
people before it closed due to
reduced traffic at the border.
LIFE
St. Clare of Assisi Council 9708 in Houston has
supported Loving Choice, a
local pregnancy care center,
from its earliest days. This
past year, members of Council 9708 provided labor and
supplies to help the center
renovate and expand its
space by 50%. One Knight
sponsored a construction
crew to install flooring and
baseboards; other Knights
upgraded electrical outlets,
painted rooms and built
custom cabinets. In addition
to their hands-on work, the
council donated $2,500
in baby items collected
from their parish and a
check for $6,500.

Leading general agents:
Héctor Lebrón-Sanabria of
Puerto Rico (229% of quota)
and Juan Carlin of Texas
(218% of quota).
Leading field agents:
Joseph Carlin of the Carlin
Agency in Texas (1,096% of
quota) and Jody Supak of
the Supak Agency in Texas
(589% of quota).
Top recruiters: Past State
Deputy Noel Panlilio of
California was recognized
as the top recruiter of
2021-2022 for the Order’s
insurance territories,
signing up 154 members.
Noel Lacanilao of Manila
(Luzon South) Council
1000 was recognized as the
top recruiter of the Order’s
non-insurance territories for
signing up 392 members. B

Photo by Tamino Petelinšek

THIS YEAR’S Supreme
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Country music star Craig Morgan takes the stage at the Grand Ole Opry House to play a welcome concert for Knights and their families after the Supreme Knight’s Award Session. Morgan, a Catholic, became an honorary life member of the Knights that evening.

Chaplain Awarded Blessed Michael McGivney Medal

Photos by Tamino Petelinšek

FATHER MATTHEW KELLER, a priest of the Diocese

of Gallup, was honored Aug. 1 with the inaugural
Blessed Michael McGivney Medal, a new award to
recognize exemplary Knights of Columbus chaplains.
In his many years as a chaplain, including five years
as state chaplain of New Mexico, Father Keller has
helped the Knights of Columbus grow in faith and
numbers. At the same time, he has found creative
ways to serve and evangelize the people of his diocese, the poorest in the United States.
Born and raised in a Catholic family on the Navajo
Nation in New Mexico, Father Keller gave up a
budding country music songwriting career when
he entered seminary in the 1990s. He joined the
Knights of Columbus following his ordination due
to the support he received from the Order’s RSVP
program. He currently serves as the chaplain of Fray
Marcos Council 1783 and Fray Marcos de Niza Assembly 686, both in Gallup.
As state chaplain, Father Keller received permission from the bishops of New Mexico to be in regular
contact with the state’s priests. He encouraged them
to become more involved in council life, leading
to a spiritual revival among councils and a surge in
membership. The New Mexico jurisdiction achieved

Father Matthew Keller is congratulated by Supreme Knight Kelly
and his wife, Vanessa, after receiving the inaugural Blessed Michael
McGivney Medal in recognition of his exemplary service as a Knights
of Columbus chaplain.
OCTOBER 2022 B C O L U M B I A
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International Family of the Year
Answers the Call to Serve
IT’S A RARE OCCASION when the

entire Sewell family — Austin, Tracey
and their eight children — are all seated together in a pew for Sunday Mass
at St. Theresa of the Child Jesus in
Douglasville, Ga. Not because they’re
not present, but because they are
so involved: as altar servers, lectors,
ushers, extraordinary ministers of Holy
Communion or choir members.
“Anything the church needs, anything the Knights need, we take it as
a personal call to action,” explained
Austin Sewell, a member of St. John
Paul II Council 10821 in Douglasville.
Austin joined the Order 15 years ago
while stationed on Okinawa, Japan, in
the U.S. Marine Corps, and he brings
a military appreciation for leadership,
fraternity and practical service to his
faith. Becoming a Knight, he said, was
a natural step in growing as a Catholic
man, husband and father.
“We’re all called, as Christians and
Catholics, to be humble servants of
the Lord,” he said. “I think the Knights
really embody that. They are a shining
example of faith in action.”

Austin currently serves as deputy
grand knight of Council 10821 and
has also worked as district warden,
membership director and youth group
coordinator.
He and Tracey have instilled the same
desire to lead and serve in their kids.
The Sewell children, ages 5 to 23, are familiar faces in the parish: serving Mass,
cutting the grass with their dad, helping
with council fundraisers, participating
in the Walk for Life organized by a local
pregnancy resource center. They are
particularly involved in the Archdiocese
of Atlanta’s annual Mass on Martin
Luther King Day. The three oldest have
followed their father into the military,
and the two oldest boys, Robert and
Logan, are Knights as well.
For Tracey, being recognized as the
Knights of Columbus International
Family of the Year feels humbling —
and a little unreal.
“There are so many people that are
doing so many wonderful things in the
parish. To think that we were singled
out as a family almost seems unfair,”
she said. “But it’s a great honor.” B

Photo by Matthew Barrick

membership growth awards
four times during his tenure.
Father Keller also fostered a
growing number of vocations to
the priesthood when he served
as vocations director for the
Diocese of Gallup. To pay for
the education of these men, he
partnered with New Mexico
and Arizona Knights to start
the V8s for Vocations program,
in which volunteers, including
many Knights, fix up classic V8
muscle cars to raffle off nationwide. The program raises more
than $300,000 for vocations
every year.
Now the vicar general of the
Diocese of Gallup, Father Keller
has been instrumental in fostering a liturgical and eucharistic
revival in New Mexico and
Arizona. He has a great devotion
to the Eucharist and introduced
eucharistic adoration at all state
meetings while state chaplain.
In 2020, Father Keller contracted COVID-19 and had to
be hospitalized for five weeks.
A relic of Father McGivney was
brought to his bed, a moment
he recalled gratefully when he
accepted the medal at the Supreme Knight’s Award Session.
“I feel as though I had already
been honored to be visited
by the intercession of Blessed
Michael McGivney during
my illness and recovery from
COVID-19,” Father Keller said,
adding, “It is my hope that this
medal will be an outward and
visible show of that invisible
favor and a signal to all of us
of his continued work for the
good of the Order, in spreading
the kingdom of God.”
The Blessed Michael McGivney Medal will be given
annually to a Knights of Columbus chaplain whose priestly
zeal and exemplary service
reflect the life and legacy of the
Order’s founder. B
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OPENING MASS

Photos by Matthew Barrick

‘True Pastors in Our World’
IN THIS MASS, we’re keeping in
mind in a special way this priest, this
pastor — Blessed Michael McGivney.
I was a pastor of parishes before I
became bishop; it’s a great life — not
an easy life, a great life. What is that
life about, as pastor? In Paul’s letter
to the Ephesians, we heard it spoken
to us as unity, oneness in Christ. And
the constant effort of Father Michael
McGivney was to bring his flock together in Christ.
You see, Father McGivney wanted to
bring the men of his time together. And
he still brings men together to do good
works in Jesus Christ, to learn how to
be comfortable in the faith, and learn
how to share the faith with others. To
tell their sons and their grandsons, “It
is the good. It is the beautiful. It is the
truth to follow Jesus.” …
A good homily should send you
forth to do certain things. So here
we go. First, encourage your pastors,
thanking them for their “yes” to their
vocation; and call out to men to serve
in the Church, especially as priests. …

Second, say to the people in your
family — and start with your wife
first — say “I love you.” Likewise
say, “I love my faith. I love my
Church. I love Jesus Christ. And as
much as I love you, I want what’s
best for you.” Finally, continue to
go out to the margins, to those least
among us, to those who need to
be defended and protected, from
conception to natural death, from
womb to tomb. That is a great and
wonderful calling of the Knights. …
If we proclaim and preach those
Beatitudes that we heard from Matthew’s Gospel; if we make ourselves
his disciples, and proclaim to others
how we love the faith; if we live
that faith accordingly, in our lives,
our homes, our workplaces, our
communities — ah, yes, we will be
true pastors in our world.
Blessed Michael McGivney, pastor and priest, pray for us!
— Bishop J. Mark Spalding of
Nashville, Homily, Votive Mass of
Blessed Michael McGivney, Aug. 2

From top: Bishop J. Mark Spalding of
Nashville, the principal celebrant of the
opening Mass, delivers the homily. •
Sister Anne Catherine Burleigh, vicaress
general of the Dominican Sisters of St.
Cecilia, smiles as Bishop Spalding processes in. Members of the congregation,
founded in Nashville in 1860, attended
the Mass and other convention events as
guests of the Knights.
OCTOBER 2022 B C O L U M B I A
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Clockwise from top left: Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly raps the gavel to officially open
the proceedings. • U.S. Army Master Sgt. Sompaul Vorapanich and members of the 82nd
Airborne Division at Fort Bragg, N.C., present the colors. • Former Supreme Warden Graydon
Nicholas (left) speaks with Cardinal Gérald Lacroix, archbishop of Québec, and Patriarch Ignatius Joseph III Younan, head of the Syriac Catholic Church of Antioch. • Supreme Chaplain
Archbishop Lori stands before an image of Our Lady of Guadalupe as he offers the opening
prayer. • Frederick Laufenberg, state deputy of Tennessee, makes a motion during the session. • Delegates join in the prayer for the canonization of Blessed Michael McGivney.
10
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OPENING BUSINESS SESSION
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Photo by Matthew Barrick

‘A Knight for All Seasons’
THIS YEAR’S STATES DINNER, a festive
event celebrating the Order’s jurisdictions with flags and songs, was also an
occasion to celebrate the leadership of
Past Supreme Knight Carl Anderson.
Anderson’s tenure as the 13th
supreme knight of the Order spanned
more than two decades, from 2000 to
2021. His successor, Supreme Knight
Patrick Kelly, noted that the last two
virtual conventions had prevented
delegates from giving Past Supreme
Knight Anderson the tribute he deserves. “Tonight,” he said, “we’ll make
it right and honor Carl for his years of
service to the Order and the Church.”
Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William Lori of Baltimore spoke about his
long friendship and collaboration with
the past supreme knight.
“In 2005, Carl asked me to serve as
supreme chaplain — a privilege for
which I shall always be deeply grateful,” he said. “I mention this because
it gave me a front row seat from which
to witness Carl’s inspired leadership
of the Knights of Columbus over the
course of two decades, leading it to
unprecedented growth in membership, in the expanse of its charities and
insurance and financial products, but
most of all in the breadth of its vision.”
Archbishop Lori underscored
Anderson’s work to build a culture of
life, including the establishment of
the Knights of Columbus Ultrasound
Initiative in 2009, and his swift and
decisive action on behalf of persecuted
Christians and other religious minorities in the Middle East.
The supreme chaplain concluded:
“Carl, you are not only a man of many
interests and skills, but a disciple of the
Lord; a man of faith, wisdom, insight
born of the Holy Spirit; a man with a
capacious mind and even more capacious heart.”
Supreme Knight Kelly similarly
praised his predecessor’s achievements,
emphasizing that they grew from his

Past Supreme Knight Anderson, pictured with his wife, Dorian, acknowledges applause after
being honored for his service to the Order and the Church.

commitment to human dignity and his
love for Jesus Christ and his Church.
“He has worked heroically to build
a society where the God-given dignity
of every life is protected and valued —
and where God’s plan for marriage and
family is embraced,” Supreme Knight
Kelly said. “At this critical time in the
life of our Church, Carl has modeled
what it means to be a Catholic layman.
And in so doing, he has become a true
Catholic statesman. Carl Anderson
surely is ‘A Knight for All Seasons.’”

In his own remarks, Anderson
thanked his brother Knights for
entrusting him with the office of
supreme knight, which he described as
“the greatest privilege of my life,” and
he thanked especially his wife, Dorian,
for her support and wise counsel. He
also expressed his confidence and
hope for the future of the Order, saying, “Let us go forward together under
the leadership of the supreme knight
with the conviction that the best is yet
to come.” B

“At this critical time in the life of our Church,
Carl has modeled what it means to be a
Catholic layman. And in so doing, he has
become a true Catholic statesman.”
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Clockwise, from top: Delegates and guests join in
waving the flag of Ukraine as the country’s national
anthem is played. • Cardinal Blase Cupich, archbishop of Chicago, delivers an invocation before the
meal. • Supreme Secretary Patrick Mason introduces
the dignitaries seated on the dais. • Knights from
British Columbia, led by State Deputy Ed Panes (left),
wave their provincial flag and hoist the Canada Cup,
an award for outstanding membership recruitment
given by the Order’s Canadian Association. • Manuel
Tomás Tejeda Sánchez, state deputy of the Dominican Republic, shows his national pride. • Members of
the Hillbilly Thomists, a bluegrass band composed of
Dominican friars, lead guests to the dais.
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State Deputy of
Ukraine Honored
UKRAINE STATE DEPUTY

Youriy Maletskiy received the
St. Michael Award during the
States Dinner for his pivotal
role in the Order’s humanitarian response to the war in
his home country. The award,
named after St. Michael the
Archangel, recognizes exemplary service to the Knights
of Columbus.
Supreme Knight Patrick
Kelly noted that Maletskiy,
whom he described as “one
the busiest and bravest men
in the entire Order,” faced a
difficult decision between
joining the military defense
against Russian aggression
and staying behind the front
lines to lead relief efforts.
Serving on the Archdiocese of
Lviv’s Anti-Crisis Committee
and coordinating the efforts
of Ukrainian Knights, he has
helped ensure the distribution of humanitarian aid
throughout the country.
“In choosing to lead — and
to lead well — Youriy has
helped hundreds of thou-

sands of men, women and
children suffering in desperate circumstances,” the
supreme knight said. “With
the help of the Ukraine
Solidarity Fund, he has
opened channels of support
from Knights in Poland, the
United States and around the
world. In short, he has been
an instrument of hope to the
Ukrainian people.”
State Deputy Maletskiy
thanked the Knights of
Columbus and all present for
their prayers, support and
work “on behalf of a nation
fighting for its existence and
its freedom” and presented
the supreme knight with a flag
signed by Ukrainian soldiers.
“Let there be no doubt in
your minds that this victory
of which we dream is the
triumph of good over evil, of
freedom over slavery, of life
over death,” Maletskiy told
delegates and other guests.
“The paschal Jesus is our
hope and light at the time of
the darkest of trials.” B
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S TAT E S D I N N E R

‘Our Country
Prospers
When In God
We Trust’
PERHAPS YOU’VE HEARD of this new

14

go into the breach, and that causes totalitarians to seethe, to threaten, to go
after these treacherous folks who will
not be completely subservient to what
Dorothy Day called “Holy Mother
State.” And thus, the first assault these
regimes make is upon people of faith.
Brother Knights, that Patrick Kelly
honored me with the invitation to
address you this evening gives me the
chance, as chair of your bishops’ Committee on Religious Freedom, to thank
you for your historic defense of this,
our first and most cherished liberty.
You see, from the start, our Founder,
Blessed Michael McGivney, believed
firmly in the American foundational
principle that every person of whatever
faith had the right to hold his head
high in this republic, to freely and confidently exercise his religion. …
This led the sons of Michael
McGivney to fight religious bigotry
here in America, to coordinate the arrival of chaplains to serve our soldiers
in World War I, to rise to the defense
of our neighbors to the south as the
Mexican government persecuted the
Church, to oppose totalitarianism of
the Nazis and fascists, to stand up for
the Church oppressed by communism
in Central and Eastern Europe, and to
strengthen the Church here at home
especially, in service to the poor, the
oppressed, the racially segregated,
the suffering in Haiti. And now, as I

recently saw firsthand, those brave
refugees from Ukraine. …
My brother Knights, into the breach
we go — into the breach we’ve gone,
we are going and will go — for God
and country, realizing that our country
prospers when In God We Trust, and
our faith flourishes when our freedom
to exercise it is guaranteed.
— Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan,
archbishop of New York, States Dinner
keynote address, Aug. 2

“No earthly power,
money, government,
nation, a presumed
right, a drive or a cause
can claim our complete
trust — only God
can. Those who want
total dominion over
us — totalitarianism
is an apt word — thus
despise faith.”

Photo by Matthew Barrick

terrorist cell, a reportedly dangerous
group that some nations have actually deemed a threat to their national
security. Nicaragua, for instance,
has just expelled them, calling them
treacherous. India, the country of
this allegedly perilous group’s origin,
severely restricted them, forbidding
them to receive any funds from outside allies. I feel it is my heavy duty
this evening to warn you, brother
Knights, of this ominous, suspicious,
menacing group. They are called the
Missionaries of Charity, founded by
that machete-wielding Mother Teresa
of Calcutta.
Why on God’s green earth would
the simple, serving, humble, loving
Missionaries of Charity be considered
a threat to any government?
We know why, don’t we? The same
reason the first Christians were deemed
enemies of Caesar, the same reason
priests in Mexico are being hounded
and executed as I speak. The same
reason Cardinal József Mindszenty of
Hungary and Blessed Cardinal Stefan
Wyszyński of Poland were arrested in
the 1950s. Because these brave martyrs
and confessors of the faith were convinced that absolute allegiance could
only be given to the Lord.
No earthly power, money, government, nation, a presumed right, a drive
or a cause can claim our complete trust
— only God can. Those who want
total dominion over us — totalitarianism is an apt word — thus despise
faith. People of faith, you see, preserve
an important acre of their identity for
the Lord alone, and they’re willing to
be harassed, exiled or even persecuted
to protect that value. They’re ready to
C O L U M B I A B OCTOBER 2022
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‘The Source of Our Life’

BOTTOM LEFT: Photo by Tamino Petelinšek — OTHERS: Photos by Matthew Barrick

I STAND BEFORE YOU today to invite
you to join a movement. I join my voice
to the voice of Supreme Knight Patrick
Kelly and even our Holy Father in his
letter to all of you, who spoke to us about
the importance of this movement for our
time. The bishops of the United States
have called for a National Eucharistic Revival. And I invite you to help us renew
the Church by inviting everyone into a
living relationship with the Lord Jesus
Christ in the Holy Eucharist. …
It is no secret that the bishops have
called for this movement because of a
crisis. The crisis facing our Church as we
encounter an increasingly secularized
world is profound. Studies seem to show
that most Catholics, perhaps even as
high as 70%, do not believe that Jesus is
really present in the Blessed Sacrament.
Certainly this has contributed to the
profound numbers of people, especially

young people, who have disaffiliated
from the Church in our own age. …
The Eucharist is the source of our
life! It is the strength of every Christian. It is the source of unity, charity
and fraternity, which we seek to live.
And many do not know this gift.
Pope Francis begins his latest
apostolic letter on the Eucharist with

this earnest plea to you and me: “The
world still does not know it, but everyone is invited to the supper of the
wedding of the Lamb (Rev 19:9). …
We must not allow ourselves even a
moment of rest, knowing that still not
everyone has received an invitation
to this Supper or knowing that others
have forgotten it or have got lost along
the way in the twists and turns of human living” (Desiderio desideravi, 5).
My brothers and sisters, the Holy
Father is asking you, begging you, to
become a eucharistic missionary, to
let the world know: Jesus is waiting for
them at this altar, longing for them at
this altar. So many don’t know. So many
have forgotten. We must go forth from
here and share this life with the world.
— Bishop Andrew Cozzens of
Crookston, Minn., Homily, Votive Mass
of the Holy Eucharist, Aug. 3

Top left: The Schachle family, including General Agent Daniel Schachle of Tennessee and 7-year-old Mikey, whose miraculous healing as an
unborn child led to Father McGivney’s beatification, pray before a relic of the K of C founder after Mass. • Right: Principal celebrant Cardinal
Wilton Gregory, archbishop of Washington, elevates the chalice during the consecration. The chalice used for the Mass belonged to Bishop
James Healy of Portland (1830-1900), the first African American bishop. • Lower left: Maj. Gen. Shin Kyoung-soo of Korea (right) and other
state and territorial deputies offer prayers of the faithful in various languages.
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BUSINESS SESSIONS

Three New Board
Members Elected

Alfredo Vela has held leadership
positions in the Knights of Columbus for more than 39 years,
most recently as state deputy of
Texas (2020-2022). Before his
retirement, Vela worked as assistant superintendent for the La
Joya Independent School Board, and he served
as president of the advisory board to Immaculate Conception School at his home parish
in Rio Grande City. A member of Don José de
Escandón Council 9982 in Rio Grande City,
Vela has two children with his wife, Rosa.
Jamey Roth has served in
numerous leadership roles since
he became a college Knight in
1985, including state deputy of
Kansas from 2020 to 2022. His
professional career has been
dedicated to promoting the
well-being of people with intellectual disabilities: He and his wife own a facility that supports these individuals, and he advises schools,
agencies and families about how to help them
live more independently. A member of St.
Fidelis Council 1867 in Victoria, Roth and his
wife, Angie, are the parents of three children
and four foster children.

From top left: Gerry Eutemio T. Mission, deputy of Mindanao, speaks during
the Aug. 3 business session. • Supreme Advocate John Marrella reads proposed resolutions during the closing business session Aug. 4. • Delegates
raise placards to signal the support of their respective jurisdictions Aug. 3.
• Below: Fourth Degree Knights of Bienville Province gather in the Gaylord
Opryland atrium after serving at the 140th Supreme Convention.

HEADSHOTS, BELOW: Photos by Tamino Petelinšek — OTHERS: Photos by Matthew Barrick

Delegates to the 140th Supreme Convention
elected three new members to the Knights
of Columbus Board of Directors during the
convention’s Aug. 3 business session. Each will
serve a three-year term beginning Sept. 1, 2022.

Michael McCusker, a Knight for
nearly 35 years, served as state
deputy of Tennessee from 2019
to 2021. A criminal prosecutor,
McCusker now works as assistant district attorney general
for the 30th Judicial District
of Tennessee. He also served in the U.S. Army
Reserves for more than two decades, including
a deployment to Afghanistan from 2005 to
2007. McCusker is a member of St. Michael the
Archangel Council 17578 in Memphis. He and
his wife, Theresa, have three children. B
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Following
Christ Into
the Breach
IT WAS JESUS CHRIST, the victor
over sin and death, who first went
into the breach, where no one else
could go. Armed only with the cross,
he plunged into the depths of sin
and death, emerging victorious.
Now it is our turn — but we go not
alone. Rather, in the living memorial that is the Eucharist, the Lord
Jesus is with us so that you and I can
obtain the strength we need to go
ourselves into the breach, to win the
victory “through him, with him, and
in him.” …
Today, we celebrate the feast of
a great shepherd of God’s people,
St. John Vianney. In 1818, he was
appointed pastor of the little French
village of Ars. It was a dying parish.
Few people went to Mass and fewer to
confession. St. John Vianney transformed that parish. He made it a spiritual powerhouse. And how did he do
it? His whole life and priesthood were
centered on the Eucharist. United to
the eucharistic Lord, he went into the
breach, his own battle with the forces
of evil, as also the spiritual struggles
of the people he served heroically. …
The same is true of our Founder,
Blessed Michael McGivney, a true
shepherd for his parishioners at St.
Mary’s in New Haven. The Eucharist
stood at the heart of his priesthood,
and the Knights of Columbus came
into existence because this priest
grappled with the challenges the
men of his parish faced. With them,
Father McGivney entered into the
breach, deeply aware that he himself
could not win through to victory unless and until he brought his people
to victory in Christ.
— Supreme Chaplain Archbishop
William E. Lori of Baltimore, Homily,
Memorial Mass, Feast of St. John
Vianney, Aug. 4

From top: Archbishop Lori kneels before the exposed Blessed Sacrament. The
Memorial Mass was followed by a eucharistic procession and Benediction. •
Deputy Supreme Knight Paul O’Sullivan reads the necrology of bishops and K of C
leaders who died in the last year. • The supreme chaplain receives offertory gifts
from Past State Deputy José Luis Vazquez Padilla of Puerto Rico. • Delegates from
Mexico process into Mass with the Christ the King reliquary, which contains relics
from 25 saints and 13 blesseds — including six Knights — who were martyred
in Mexico in the 1920s. • Father Maurice Henry Sands, executive director of the
Black and Indian Mission Office, carries a relic of St. Kateri Tekakwitha.
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS

Mother Teresa Documentary Premieres in Rome, Washington
Mother Teresa: No Greater Love made its world premiere
Aug. 31, screening in the Vatican a few hours after Supreme
Knight Patrick Kelly presented a copy of the film to Pope
Francis. A week and a half later, the film was shown for the
first time in the U.S. at the Saint John Paul II National Shrine
in Washington, D.C.
The pope conveyed his gratitude to the filmmakers in a
letter to the supreme knight, writing, “Thank you for all the
efforts made to capture the life of this saint whose life and
testimony have borne much fruit.” The Holy Father added
that he hoped “the documentary will do much good to all
those who watch it and arouse the desire for holiness.”
The supreme knight, an executive director of the feature-length film, echoed that sentiment.
“When Mother Teresa was feeding the hungry or holding the
hands of someone as they lay dying, she was treating them as

she would the most important person in her life, Jesus Christ
himself,” he said. “Our hope is that Mother Teresa: No Greater
Love will inspire a new generation to carry on her mission.”
The Pontifical North American College in Rome hosted a
preview of the documentary Aug. 29, followed by a panel discussion. Participants included Supreme Knight Kelly; Father
Brian Kolodiejchuk, M.C., postulator of Mother Teresa’s canonization cause; actor Jonathan Roumie, star of The Chosen;
and Emmy Award-winning filmmaker David Naglieri, who
wrote, directed and produced the documentary.
A private screening was later held for the Missionaries of
Charity on Sept. 1, at Campo Sportivo Pio XI, one of the
Order’s sports centers in Rome.
The U.S. premiere of the film took place at the Saint John
Paul II National Shrine in Washington, D.C., on Sept. 11.
Introducing the documentary to an audience of more than
300 people, Supreme Knight Kelly encouraged them to

Clockwise, from top left: Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly presents Pope Francis with a DVD copy of the film during his Aug. 31 general
audience. • Mother Teresa: No Greater Love officially premieres Aug. 31 at the Filmoteca Vaticana. • Cardinal Seán Patrick O’Malley,
archbishop of Boston, Supreme Knight Kelly, and Sister M. Miryam Thérèse, regional superior of the Missionaries of Charity in Rome,
participate in a press conference about Mother Teresa and the new documentary. • Supreme Knight Kelly and Father Brian Kolodiejchuk
join Missionaries of Charity sisters at the U.S. premiere, hosted at the Saint John Paul II National Shrine on Sept. 11.
18

TOP LEFT: Vatican Media — BOTTOM LEFT: Photo by Mark Finkenstaedt — OTHERS: Photos by Paul Haring/CNS

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS -produced documentary

C O L U M B I A B OCTOBER 2022

COLUMBIA OCT 22 ENG 09_16 FINAL.indd 18

9/16/22 5:34 PM

Photo by Aaron Joseph

reflect on Mother Teresa’s relevance in
the 21st century.
“The Lord raises up particular saints at
particular times for a particular reason,”
the supreme knight observed. “It’s beneficial for all of us to think — why has
the Lord raised Mother Teresa up at this
point in time in our lives and in the life
of the Church, in the life of the world?”
The special screening concluded the
inaugural conference of the Mother
Teresa Institute, which officially opened
earlier that day at a site adjacent to The
Catholic University of America.
Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William Lori of Baltimore, who met and
worked with Mother Teresa numerous
times, celebrated the conference’s
opening Mass on Sept. 10 and noted
in his homily that he “felt the impact
of her holiness” while in her presence.
He added: “Mother spoke simply,
clearly and directly. And her words
reflected the truth and beauty of the
Gospel. What’s more, she confirmed
her words by a life of prayer, self-giving love and courage.”
One of the conference’s featured presenters was Father Kolodiejchuk, who
emphasized the importance of emulating Mother Teresa’s example, whatever
one’s state of life.
Mother Teresa maintained that “it
is nothing extraordinary to be holy,”
Father Kolodiejchuk noted. “What
was true for Mother Teresa is true for
everyone. God has a plan for each one.
The origin and goal of this plan is God’s
love. Love is the path to holiness.”
Supreme Knight Kelly captured the
sentiment of the conference and the
documentary in his closing remarks:
“The Lord has given each of us our own
Calcutta. And what that means … is
that Calcutta is everywhere for us.”
Mother Teresa: No Greater Love
debuts to the public in more than 900
theaters across the United States on
Monday, Oct. 3, and Tuesday, Oct. 4,
as part of Fathom Events’ Saint Series,
a curated collection of films chronicling the lives of Catholic saints. To
check theater locations, purchase
tickets or view the film’s trailer, visit
motherteresamovie.com. B

Blessed Michael
McGivney’s
Feast Day
Celebrated
KNIGHTS from Pennsylvania

to Poland and Mindanao to
Mexico marked the feast day of
Blessed Michael McGivney on
Aug. 13, only the second time
the feast has been observed
since it was established with
his beatification in 2020. In
particular, the Connecticut
towns where Father McGivney
lived and worked celebrated
the parish priest with a series
of special Masses, processions,
pilgrimages and picnics.
The feast day is inscribed
as a memorial in the liturgical
calendar in the Archdiocese of
Hartford, but it can be celebrated elsewhere with permission of
the local ordinary.
Observances began Aug. 12
at St. Mary’s Church in New
Haven, the birthplace of the
Order. Solemn vespers was followed by an overnight vigil and
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. The following morning,
Joseph Hermosillo, a member of
St. Teresa of Calcutta Council
12036 in Charles Town, West
Virginia, gave a talk about his
healing from a near-fatal case
of COVID-19 after his family
prayed to the K of C founder.
Auxiliary Bishop Juan Miguel
Betancourt of Hartford then
celebrated a votive Mass of
Blessed Michael McGivney.
The same day, the Father
Michael J. McGivney Guild
sponsored a pilgrimage to sites
in Waterbury, where Father McGivney was born Aug. 12, 1852,
and Thomaston, where he died
Aug. 14, 1890, while serving as
pastor of St. Thomas Church.

Father James Sullivan, rector of the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, prays
following a ceremonial unveiling of a restored statue of Blessed Michael McGivney
in central Waterbury, Conn., where Father
McGivney was born 170 years ago.

Father James Sullivan, rector of the
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception
in Waterbury — the McGivney family’s home parish — also celebrated a
votive Mass for parishioners and pilgrims on the feast day. He later carried
a first-class relic of Father McGivney
in procession to the center of town,
where he blessed a newly unveiled
statue of the priest, erected in 1957 but
recently restored.
The long weekend of diocesan
events concluded Aug. 14 with a parish
celebration at Immaculate Conception
Church in Terryville. Father McGivney
assumed pastoral care of Immaculate
Conception in 1886 while serving as
pastor of St. Thomas.
Meanwhile, Cardinal Timothy Dolan,
archbishop of New York, celebrated
Mass on the feast day at St. Joseph’s
Seminary in Yonkers. More than 400
people, including Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly and his family, attended the
Mass and the cookout that followed. B
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“A Knight is a leader who stands in
the breach. We defend the faith. We
protect the family. And when a need
arises, we rise to meet it — with
charity, unity and fraternity.”

Photo by Tamino Petelinšek

Y

our Eminences, Your
Beatitude, Your Excellencies, my brother Knights
and friends, both near and far:
It’s good to be with you. After
three long years, the Supreme
Convention is in person again.
We are back where we belong!
Today is a special privilege for me. This is my first
in-person annual report.
Leading the Order is among the
highest honors I will ever have.
I am grateful for the love and
support of my wife, Vanessa,
and our three girls. And to my
brother Knights and families:
I am excited as we all set out
together to achieve great things.
It’s been nearly 40 years since
I became a Knight. And my
family’s history in the Order
stretches back more than a century. My father and my grandfather taught me what it means to
be a Knight. And when I think
back to their example, and my
own experience, I know exactly
how to sum up the men of this
brotherhood. It’s the heart of
my message today and our mission going forward: A Knight
is a leader who stands in the
breach. We defend the faith. We
protect the family. And when
a need arises, we rise to meet
it — with charity, unity and
fraternity.
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THERE ARE MANY urgent challenges

that demand our action. But as we
gather here, one opportunity looms
especially large. Roe v. Wade is finally
gone. We now have a chance to win
the fight for life! This day has been
a long time coming. And many of
us didn’t think we’d live to see it.
Abortion was never in the Constitution. And by ending Roe, the Court
has empowered us to end one of the
worst injustices in American history.
Generations of brother Knights, both
past and present, prayed and worked
to reach this day. And we helped rally
the pro-life movement.
There is no better example
than the annual March for Life in
Washington, D.C. Knights were
instrumental in organizing the first
march in 1974. And year after year,
we’ve helped it grow. The March for
Life has become the largest annual
human rights demonstration in the
world. Roe is overturned, but we
have more work to do. We will con-

tinue to march for life until abortion
is unthinkable.
Our principled stand in the public
square has made a difference. So has
our tireless work to support mothers
and children. From the largest cities
to the smallest towns, we’ve long
supported a nationwide network of
pregnancy resource centers. Day after
day, Knights and their families provide
a helping hand and a caring heart.
Most notably, we’ve supported pregnant mothers through our landmark
Ultrasound Initiative. In 2009, we
placed a dozen ultrasound machines
in pregnancy resource centers. At the
time, we hoped to place a few dozen
more. Thirteen years later, we have donated 1,566 lifesaving machines. And
we’re not done.
The end of Roe is a crucial milestone.
But we cannot mistake it for the end of
abortion. We can hope it is the beginning of the end. And as Knights, we
must push forward, with all the courage
and compassion we can summon. As

Life
much as we’ve done, there is still so
much more to do. We must increase
our efforts on every front. Each state
has a choice to make. At least half will
protect life to some degree. But others
will keep the abortion status quo. And
some states will even expand abortion,
putting mothers and children in greater
risk. They will double down on a culture of death. So we must push forward
with a message of life.
Let’s take up the cause in Springfield
and Sacramento. Let’s oppose abortion
in places like Albany, while supporting
pro-life laws in Austin and Atlanta.
And while we push for change in places like Washington state, let’s keep up
the pressure in Washington, D.C.
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Above: Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly joins Bishop James Checchio of Metuchen, N.J., for
the blessing of the 1,500th ultrasound machine at First Choice Women’s Resource Center
in New Brunswick, Jan. 19, 2022. • Opposite page: Pope Francis receives Supreme Knight
Kelly, Past Supreme Knight Carl Anderson and Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William Lori in
a private audience on Oct. 25, 2021. It was the Holy Father’s first meeting with the Order’s
leadership after Carl Anderson’s retirement and Patrick Kelly’s election as supreme knight.

Roe gone, many mothers will still experience fear and uncertainty. Many will be
tempted to seek an abortion in another
state. But the Knights can point them in
a different direction — toward life.
The best thing we can do is redouble
our support for pregnancy resource
centers. Day in and day out, they help
mothers choose life. And they help
new parents give their children a better
life. We must ensure that pregnancy
resource centers have everything they
need. To start, we’ll place even more
ultrasound machines, so more mothers
can see their unborn children.
We’ll also strengthen our support
for new mothers after pregnancy.
Abortion was always built on lies. And
one of the latest lies is that we don’t
care what happens after a baby is born.
Nothing could be further from the
truth. For decades, Knights have partnered with pregnancy care centers and
maternity homes to provide diapers,
dollars and other donations to support
their critical mission. But now is the
time to do even more.

Last month, the Supreme Council
launched a major initiative. It’s called
ASAP, and it stands for “Aid and Support After Pregnancy.” This effort builds
on our years of support for women and
children. Now, when a council donates
to a pregnancy center or maternity
home, the Supreme Council will match
20%. We’ve set an initial target of $5
million for this year alone. But I know
we can exceed that goal.
ASAP is modeled on the Refund
Support Vocations Program (RSVP).
Over many years, RSVP has provided
more than $91 million for seminarians
and sisters in formation. Imagine if
we do the same for pregnancy resource centers. ASAP is a priority, and
around the world, I urge every Knight
to rededicate himself to supporting
mothers and children. We can — and
we must — make abortion a thing of
the past. Let’s move forward — together — toward a future of life.
As we prepare for the hard work
ahead, I’d like to recognize two brother
Knights. The Church’s pro-life witness

Photo by Jeffrey Bruno

Some recent — and I would say
superficial — polls make it seem
like we’re alone in our stand for life.
Abortion activists certainly want us
to believe this. But the good news is
that the American people, in fact, are
with us. We have found that, when
you move beyond simplistic labels
and ask Americans what they actually
think about abortion, there is a clear
pro-life consensus.
For the last 15 years, the Knights of
Columbus has partnered with Marist
on a nationwide poll. Far from showing that a majority of Americans are for
unlimited abortion, our polling shows
that 7 in 10 favor substantial restrictions. Year after year, the overwhelming majority wants to protect life. And
more than half of Americans believe
taxpayers should never be forced to
pay for abortion.
Earlier this year, our Knights of Columbus-Marist Poll found that nearly
two-thirds of Americans believed the
Court should either make abortion
illegal or return the issue to the states.
This pro-life consensus should give
us hope. As faithful citizens, we must
hold our elected officials accountable.
And we must push for pro-life protections in Congress and state capitals
from coast to coast. We will continue
our work until the laws of the land
fully protect the right to life!
We can start by strengthening our
support for pro-life marches. The March
for Life in D.C. remains a major priority.
And now state marches will be more
important than ever. Let’s grow them
— in size and impact. The bigger the
march, the more likely lawmakers will
take notice — and take action.
And that’s just as true in other
countries. Today, Knights march for
life around the world — in Canada,
the Philippines, Mexico, Poland, the
Republic of Korea, France and beyond.
No matter where we live, the repeal of
Roe should give us hope. If we can turn
the tide here, we can do it anywhere.
And the Knights of Columbus will do
our part.
But we can’t just change the law. We
must also change hearts and minds. With
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Father thanked Carl for his years of
faithful service to the Church. The
principled defense of life was central
to Carl Anderson’s leadership — and,
indeed, to his entire life’s work.
The Order’s pro-life commitment is
nothing new. The Knights of Columbus has always been on the side of
justice for the unborn. Starting with
John McDevitt and Virgil Dechant after him, the leaders of the Order have
consistently spoken out against Roe v.
Wade. And over his 20 years of service,
Carl Anderson brought that prolife legacy to whole new level. With
wisdom and foresight, he positioned
the Order for this new day in the prolife movement. And as his successor,
I have no more urgent duty than to
advance that legacy.
We will give a fuller tribute to Carl
at the States Dinner this evening,
but for now, I say on behalf of every
Knight, thank you, Supreme Knight
Carl Anderson, for your years of service, for your pro-life witness, and for
the example you have given to all of us.

“For decades, Knights
have partnered with
pregnancy care centers
and maternity homes
to provide diapers,
dollars and other
donations to support
their critical mission.
But now is the time to
do even more.”

Photo by L’Osservatore Romano

is all the stronger for the courageous
leadership of Archbishop William
Lori. We can all be proud that our supreme chaplain is chairman of the U.S.
bishops’ Pro-Life Committee at this
crucial time for life. And I can tell you,
having worked closely with him on
the committee, we are very fortunate.
His thoughtful and strategic approach
is exactly what we need. And it comes
from his heart — a heart totally committed to the cause of life. So, Archbishop, for myself, but also on behalf
of all our brother Knights, thank you
for your work and for your witness!
The second leader is my predecessor,
who played a singular role in bringing us
this far. Past Supreme Knight Carl Anderson strengthened our pro-life work.
Under his guidance, we multiplied our
efforts to support unborn children and
vulnerable mothers. Carl worked tirelessly to advance the cause of life. And one
of his greatest achievements was the
success of our Ultrasound Initiative.
Last October, Pope Francis received
us in a private audience. The Holy
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Faith
IN THIS NEW ERA of protecting life,
the Knights of Columbus will lead the
way. But abortion is not the only major
challenge our Lord is calling us to meet
head-on. At this moment, a storm is
gathering. It casts a long shadow over
people of faith, as well as the family.
Now, it’s true that faith and family have
always faced threats. But never have we
experienced anything like this. On so
many fronts, the shapers of culture are
working to undermine the truths on
which all societies depend.
We see it in the denial of human dignity. We see it in the blatant attempts
to redefine the human person — and
to push this radical agenda on our children. And we see it in the rejection of
our basic human rights. We are at risk
of losing the freedom to practice our
faith and even to speak openly about
the most foundational truths. Amid
this crisis, it’s getting harder to be
Catholic. And it’s tougher than ever to
hand on our faith to our children and
our grandchildren.
Each of these challenges is a serious
breach — a breach in the very bedrock
of society. But that’s where these times
summon us. To the places of the deepest need and the highest honor. Where
the fighting is fiercest, and where the
battle is ultimately won or lost. Trusting in God’s strength, and not in our
own, they Knights of Columbus say
yes. For our faith, for our families —
we will step into the breach!
This time of great challenge requires
great men. So we must put our faith
into action. As we prepare for this
work, we can turn to Pope Francis
for inspiration. At last year’s convention, the Holy Father called us to be
“committed to building up rather than
tearing down.” And as we build up,
we do so on the foundation that has
served us so well for 140 years.
When Father Michael McGivney
24

founded the Knights, Catholics faced
many threats. He rallied the men of
his parish to confront and overcome
them — and they did. But he couldn’t
imagine the dangers we face today. Still,
our Founder’s vision has stood the test
of time. For us, going into the breach
means strengthening families and
spreading the faith. It means deepening
our commitment to our highest principles — charity, unity and fraternity.
Above all else, being a Knight means
drawing closer to the person of Jesus
Christ, our King. That’s why the Order
is strongly supporting the National Eucharistic Revival in the United States.
Our bishops launched this effort in
June, and the Supreme Council has
pledged $1 million in support. Already,
many councils are promoting the
Revival in their parishes. And I know
many more will follow.
At my installation, I called upon all
of us to be “Knights of the Eucharist.”
And from the Philippines to France,
from Canada to Cuba, we should all
strengthen our love for Christ truly
present in the Eucharist. The Revival
may be in the United States, but the
Eucharist unites the universal Church.
And as the Order draws closer to
Christ, we will find it easier to share
the Gospel. As supreme knight, evangelization is one of my top priorities.
When I look back on the Order’s
history, I see evangelization in virtually
everything we’ve done.
Yet today, there is a special urgency.
Four out of five Catholics will fall away
from the Church by their early 20s. And
those who no longer identify as Catholic, if one considered them a denomination, would make up the second largest
religious group in the United States.
In these difficult times, each of us
needs a living faith. And each of us
needs to lead others to the faith. That’s
why we’ll soon launch a discipleship
and evangelization initiative. A pilot
program recently took place here in
Tennessee, and the response was overwhelmingly positive.
This will be one of our most important initiatives. It will build on what we
started with our Into the Breach video
series. To date, those videos have been

viewed more than 1 million times. And
next year, we’ll release a new series on
marriage and family.
As we focus more on faith formation, once again we should look to our
Founder. In Blessed Michael McGivney, we see a powerful example of
faithfulness. And in his beatification,
we see a confirmation of our mission.
It’s fitting that we’re gathered here
in Tennessee, where Daniel Schachle
is our general agent. Several years ago,
through Father McGivney’s intercession, the Lord healed a fatal condition
in the unborn son of Dan and his wife,
Michelle.
After thorough investigation, the
Church confirmed that the healing was
a miracle. And that cleared the way for
Father McGivney’s beatification.
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Members of New Roads (La.) Council 1998 help lead a eucharistic procession at St. Mary of False River Catholic Church. The procession
helped kick off the parish’s participation in the National Eucharistic Revival.

Mikey Schachle is now a healthy
and active 7-year-old. To the Schachle
family: Thank you — for saying yes to
life. And thank you for playing such an
important role in our Founder’s beatification. And to Michael McGivney
Schachle: Your life is a blessing to your
family, to us and to the world.
There are many saints we can call
upon for help. Like many Knights, I
have a special devotion to St. Joseph.
On the day I was installed, my first act
was to consecrate my service as supreme knight to St. Joseph. He embodies what Pope Francis called “creative
courage,” which is exactly what we

need. He is a model of determination
in the face of adversity.
Last October, I presented our pilgrim icon to Pope Francis during my
first meeting with him. He blessed it
and invoked St. Joseph’s intercession
for all of us. The St. Joseph Pilgrim
Icon Program is well underway, and
hundreds of councils have helped tens
of thousands of people deepen their
devotion to St. Joseph.
Another saint we can look to is
Mother Teresa of Calcutta. This fall,
we will commemorate the 25th anniversary of her death through a documentary celebrating her life. It’s called

Mother Teresa: No Greater Love, and it
will play on screens in more than 900
theaters nationwide Oct. 3-4.
I believe this is a very powerful film
that will move hearts. Just recently,
we had a family movie night at home.
And we were all captivated by it. For
Vanessa and me, the film brought back
a flood of memories about Mother
Teresa’s courage. And our girls were
speechless — even our 6-year-old
watched every minute.
We believe it will bring Mother
Teresa’s transformative witness of
love for the poorest of the poor to a
new generation.
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COLUMBIA OCT 22 ENG SK Report 09_16 FINAL.indd 25

25

9/16/22 5:57 PM

MOTHER TERESA EMBODIED the
charity to which Knights aspire. So
did Father McGivney. They both
understood that it’s God himself who
reaches out — in love — to a world in
need. And he does this through us. As
Catholics, we must be powerful instruments of God’s love.
That’s why, around the world, more
than 2 million Knights serve and sacrifice for the sake of others. In the last
fraternal year, we donated nearly $154
million to worthy causes, both large
and small. And we Knights stepped
up with close to 48 million hours of
volunteer service.

symposium on the priesthood. His
Holiness Pope Francis began the conference by offering a moving reflection on his own priesthood.
In Baltimore, we chartered a council
at St. Mary’s Seminary, where young
Michael McGivney prepared for
priesthood. As this new generation of
seminarians follows in our Founder’s
footsteps, they will benefit from the
experience of charity and fraternity
they will find in the Knights. Our support for priests and seminarians is just
one dimension of our charity.
The past year saw countless acts of
service. Through Coats for Kids, we
gave nearly 150,000 children the gift of
warmth in the coldest months. In partnership with the Global Wheelchair
Mission, we gave the gift of mobility to
nearly 9,000 people.
While the pandemic forced the
cancellation of many Special Olympics
events, we maintained our strong
support. Councils donated more than

Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle, accompanied by Archbishop Lori and Supreme Knight Kelly, blesses wheelchairs donated by the Knights of
Columbus for young Afghan refugees. The blessing took place outside the Order’s Campo Sportivo Pio XI in Rome on Oct. 24, 2021.
26
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Charity

Our charitable work is at the heart
of the Order. And our response to
COVID-19 will surely rank among our
finest hours. From helping stranded
college students in Canada, to sending
oxygen tanks to the Amazon, we left
no neighbor behind — no matter who
or where they were. From the moment
the pandemic began to fade, we rallied
to rebuild our parishes.
As Father Christopher Christensen,
the pastor of my old parish, St. Rita’s,
in Alexandria, Virginia, said, “The
Knights never wavered in their support. They were there when we needed
them most.” In my travels over the past
year, I’ve heard similar praise from
priests and bishops around the world.
And it makes me proud to be a Knight.
Beyond the pandemic, we met
many needs, in many ways. Last year,
we supported nearly 6,000 seminarians and postulants, to the tune
of $5.4 million. At the Vatican, we
sponsored an important theological
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$3.7 million, and individual Knights
volunteered more than 418,000 hours.
Our support for Special Olympics
is a powerful sign of our unwavering
defense of the dignity of the human
person. As Knights, we know that every
life is a gift from God.
We also stepped up in the wake of
disaster. Last year, local councils gave
nearly $3 million to the victims of tornadoes, hurricanes and wildfires.
In Kentucky, we responded to the
deadliest tornadoes in state history
with truckloads of supplies for the
hardest-hit communities. In Louisiana, we helped rebuild after the
destruction of Hurricane Ida. As one
local pastor put it, our response was “a
light in the darkness.”
In New Mexico, the state’s largest-ever
wildfire sparked a massive response. As
25,000 people fled their homes, Knights
stocked evacuation sites with food, water
and other essentials.
Whatever the crisis, we aren’t just
there in the short run. The Knights stay
for the long haul. And we help these
communities come back stronger.
Consider our work in the Middle
East. To date, we have provided $32
million in relief for persecuted Christians in Iraq, Syria and Lebanon. Together, we’re rebuilding these communities through housing, education and
health care. And our work to protect
the cradle of Christianity will continue
in the years ahead.
Much of our charity serves military
members and their families. We recently launched the sixth edition of our
military prayer book, Armed with the
Faith. We’ve already delivered the first
of 100,000 copies to the Archdiocese

for the Military Services in the United
States. As a veteran myself, I know the
value of our support for the military.
Daily prayer was essential for me and
for many of those with whom I served.
And I’m confident our military prayer
book will continue to benefit soldiers,
sailors, airmen and Marines.
Our support for the military springs
from our fourth principle: patriotism.
We live in a time of rising attacks on
national heritage. There are those who
want to tear down our nations and
rewrite our histories.
As Catholics, we know that the nation, rightly understood, is essential to
our well-being. It’s our responsibility
to build up our homelands by leading
lives of virtue, by pursuing justice, and
by caring for the less fortunate.
We must have the courage to engage
in political life and bring our values
into the public square. Not because we
all agree, but because we share a common good. We owe a common debt to
those who have gone before us. And
we have a common duty to those who
will follow us.
Speaking in Canada last week, Pope
Francis took on “cancel culture” and
the tendency to judge history only by
contemporary categories. The Holy
Father cautioned that this mentality
creates a bland uniformity and an
intolerance of differences. It concentrates only on the needs of certain
individuals in the present moment,
while neglecting our duty to the weak
and the vulnerable of our nations.
And so, as patriots, we will stand
in the breach — because it is love of
country that will save our countries.
Whatever country we live in, our

“In the last fraternal year, we donated
nearly $154 million to worthy causes,
both large and small. And we Knights
stepped up with close to 48 million hours
of volunteer service.”

Steven Bishop of Holy Spirit Council 9533
in Springfield, Mo., helps a boy try on a
jacket at a Knights of Columbus Coats for
Kids event. The distribution was co-hosted
by Springfield area councils at Hammons
Field, the home of the Springfield Cardinals
minor league baseball team.

charity extends far beyond our borders. In Haiti, when a 7.2 magnitude
earthquake hit last August, we gave
$175,000 in much-needed support.
When Afghanistan fell to the Taliban,
the Missionaries of Charity in Kabul
were forced to close their orphanage for
disabled children. The sisters and the
children evacuated to Rome. And the
Knights of Columbus met them there,
with a helping hand. Archbishop Lori
and I gave the children wheelchairs that
were blessed by His Eminence Cardinal
Luis Antonio Tagle, a brother Knight.
I have to say, in my first year as
Supreme Knight, I have had some
incredible experiences. But nothing was
moving than being with these severely
disabled children. Their parents could
no longer care for them. They were
abandoned on the streets of Kabul, and
the police brought them to the sisters.
The sisters had been caring for them for
years. And when Afghanistan fell to the
Taliban, the sisters refused to leave without the children. I’ve never seen love like
I saw in these Missionaries of Charity.
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Insurance &
Investing
THE ORIGINAL SIGN of our charity is

28

General Agent Juan Carlin discusses life insurance with a couple in McAllen, Texas.

lineup of Catholic investment strategies, including our highly attractive
mutual funds and other investments.
These products fully align with Church
teaching on ethical investing.
K of C Asset Advisors empowers
Catholic families to be in the market,
but not of the market. They can be confident that their investments with us are
fiscally and morally responsible. That
explains why our mutual funds have
taken off. In less than one year, individuals and families have invested more
than $85 million in our mutual funds.
Across all our products, our clients
have invested more than $1.6 billion
with K of C Asset Advisors.
In 2019, we introduced the Knights
of Columbus Charitable Fund. It helps
individuals and families align their
charitable giving with the faith. At the
end of 2021, this donor-advised fund
was managing $58 million in charitable

assets. Last year we helped our clients
donate $3 million to worthy charities.
We’ve come a long way from the mutual aid society of Father McGivney’s
day. Yet while our model has changed,
our mission remains the same. We
serve and strengthen the Catholic family. And never have we done so much
for so many.

Photo by Spirit Juice Studios

our financial protection for Catholic
families. Father McGivney created
the Knights to care for widows and
orphans. One hundred and forty years
later, we have maintained this noble
mission — while expanding it dramatically. What started as a small mutual
aid society in 1882 is now a Fortune
1000 life insurance company.
And we are widely respected as one
of the best life insurance providers in
America. We continue to receive superior ratings from Standard & Poor’s and
A.M. Best for our financial strength.
What explains our record of success?
There are many reasons, starting with
the foundation of faith upon which
our business is built. We are called to
care for families. And that leads us to
do things other companies don’t do.
In a time of online quotes, our agents
and members still meet face-to-face.
We offer a personal connection in an
impersonal age. And everything we do
is grounded in faith. That is the true
“K of C Difference.”
Thanks to the hard work of our
dedicated field agents, who now number more than 900, we have a record
$119 billion of life insurance in force
protecting Catholic families.
In 2021, our agents set a new standard of excellence. They achieved the
highest sales on record. But we aren’t
resting on our laurels.
The financial struggles facing
Catholic families are mounting. So is
the pressure to abandon the Church’s
teaching in the marketplace.
We believe there is a better way.
Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors
offers faith-based investments for individuals, dioceses and Catholic organizations. It provides the world’s broadest
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WHY HAS OUR Founder’s vision
endured? One reason is the missionary
zeal of our forefathers. Think about
how far we’ve come since those men
gathered in the basement of St. Mary’s.
Think of how they inspired others to
follow in their footsteps. And now think
of how you and I can reach a new generation of Knights. With that same spirit,
we can expand our brotherhood to new
people and places. We are building on a
strong foundation.
Today, we have more than 2 million brother Knights in over 16,000
councils around the world. And more
than 65,000 men joined our ranks last
year alone. Even with this success, our
continued growth must remain a top
priority — because even more men
need what Father McGivney envisioned
when he founded the Knights.
He created a place where Catholic men could thrive, find authentic
fellowship and devote themselves to a
higher purpose. He founded a brotherhood where men can forge their faith
and achieve the greatness to which
God himself calls them. Men of all
ages need the Knights. And we need to
bring the Order to more communities.

“Father McGivney
created a place where
Catholic men could
thrive, find authentic
fellowship and devote
themselves to a higher
purpose. He founded
a brotherhood where
men can forge their
faith and achieve the
greatness to which God
himself calls them.”

Last year, I launched an initiative to
engage more Hispanic Catholics. About
half of all Catholics in the United States
between 18 and 29 are Latino. Their faith
and their gifts are shaping the future of
the Catholic Church. Already, we have
many committed Hispanic Knights, who
daily strengthen the Order. But the truth
is, we should have many more. We are
being presented with a great opportunity
to witness to solidarity in this country
and throughout the world.
That’s why we’re creating a more
culturally relevant experience for
ethnically Hispanic families. And we’re
intentionally cultivating more Latino
leaders across the Order.
It’s also why we continue the great
work of our Native Solidarity Initiative. Through the years, we’ve focused
more energy to ensure the Order
continues to be a home for Native
American and First Nation Catholic
men and their families. That has been
our tradition for more than a century.
The Order was proud to support
the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops as the Church in Canada
welcomed Pope Francis last week. The
Supreme Council was a major sponsor

Membership
of the papal visit. We were represented
by a delegation of Knights led by First
Nation member and Former Supreme
Director Graydon Nicholas. And we all
joined with the Holy Father and our
Canadian Knights as they prayed for
reconciliation and healing.
Again, I point to our founding. In an
age of significant immigration, Father
McGivney and the first Knights built a
brotherhood that deliberately invited
men from all backgrounds. They understood our Lord’s universal mission
and the Church’s role as the source of
unity for all people.
So today, while we focus in a special
way on Hispanic Catholics, I say to all
brother Knights across this country and
around the world: In this age of division,
together, let’s make the Knights of Columbus a powerful sign of Catholic unity.

Members of St. John Henry Newman Council 11323 at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State
University in Blacksburg, Va., pray the rosary together at the Newman House chapel.
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Conclusion
Today, we have more than 1,900
Knights in Ukraine. They and their
families, and all the people of Ukraine,
deserve to live in peace. But Russia has
forced them to fight for their lives and
for the very survival of their country.
Many of our brother Knights are on
the frontlines even now. With sadness,
word has reached us that at least two
brother Knights have given their lives.
We pray for their families. And we
commend their souls to the Lord. And
as an Order, we pledge to honor their
sacrifice and stand with Ukraine — for
as long as it takes.
Since the start of the war, the Order
has stood in the breach. Within 36
hours of the Russian invasion, we

Photo by Tamino Petelinšek

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: Our
moment is now. And our mission is
clear. Preserve life. Protect the family.
Proclaim the faith. The world needs
men who will match these times. And
we are rising to meet this challenge.
Look no further than our response
to the war in Ukraine. Our actions convey the essence of what a Knight must
do, and who a Knight must be. Ukraine
has a special place in our hearts. We
brought the Order there 10 years ago.
Our first Knights were the leaders
of Ukraine’s Catholic Churches, His
Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk and
Archbishop Mieczysław Mokrzycki —
we thank you for your courage in the
face of such adversity!

established the Ukraine Solidarity
Fund. And to date, we have raised
nearly $19 million dollars. It’s one of
the largest and fastest relief efforts in
the Order’s history.
Due to the generosity of Knights and
all who support our work, we are making a difference on the ground. Day
in and day out, Polish and Ukrainian
Knights send truckloads of humanitarian supplies to bombed-out cities and
communities in need.
They’ve become known across
Ukraine as K of C Charity Convoys.
Thanks to the extraordinary efforts
of Polish Knights, we’ve also set up
K of C Mercy Centers, modeled on
our relief efforts in World War I. Just
over a century ago, the Knights of
Columbus welcomed Allied soldiers
with the words, “Everybody Welcome!
Everything Free!” Today, those same
words greet Ukrainian families in their
own language.
In April, I visited our Mercy Center in
Hrebenne, at the Ukraine-Poland border. I saw firsthand how we provided an
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Above: Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly delivers Easter care packages to families taking
refuge at a 14th-century monastery in Rava-Ruska, in western Ukraine, on April 12, 2022.
• Opposite page: Supreme Knight Kelly and Ukraine State Deputy Youriy Maletskiy join
Archbishop Mieczysław Mokrzycki of Lviv and displaced Ukrainan families inside the
monastery in Rava-Ruska. With financial support from the Ukraine Solidarity Fund, the
Archdiocese of Lviv converted the monastery complex into a refugee center.

oasis of material and spiritual support.
In Ukraine itself, I visited with displaced families who had taken refuge
in a 14th-century monastery. With
help from the Knights, the Archdiocese of Lviv has turned the monastery
into a refugee center.
While there, I met a woman from
Odessa, whose daughter is in the
Ukrainian army. She fled her home
with her granddaughter and a single
bag of belongings. You might expect
this woman to be despondent. Instead,
she was overflowing with gratitude.
She repeatedly thanked me for everything the Knights of Columbus has
done. I told her we are with her, and all
the people of Ukraine.
I will always remember what I saw.
And I will never forget the courage I
saw in Ukrainian Knights. Before I left,
I formally installed Ukraine’s state deputy, Youriy Maletskiy. Youriy, I speak for
every Knight of Columbus when I say
you and your countrymen inspire us.
Before I traveled to Poland and

Ukraine, I had the privilege to meet
a second time with Pope Francis. We
talked at length about the Order’s
work in Ukraine. The Holy Father
was animated as we spoke. As the
meeting ended, Pope Francis gestured
with both hands, and encouraged me,
saying: “Go on! Go on!” The Holy
Father was not just speaking to me. He
was encouraging every Knight — all 2
million of us. He was saying “go on,” in
defense of life. He was saying “go on,”
in service to faith and family. And in
this time of great challenge and even
greater need, he was saying “go on,” in
our witness of charity.
The days ahead will be difficult. The
road will be long. So let us set out as
our Founder and the men before us
did. Giving thanks and praise to God.
Asking for his help. Because in him —
and only in him — are all things possible. And the Lord who has brought
us this far will carry us still further. As
together, we step into the breach.
Vivat Jesus!
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PHILIPPINES — FOR PHILIPPINES SECOND-CLASS MAIL
AT THE MANILA CENTRAL POST OFFICE. SEND RETURN
COPIES TO KCFAPI, FRATERNAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT,
PO BOX 1511, MANILA.
OCTOBER 2022 B C O L U M B I A
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MDRT

The Premier Association of
Financial Professionals®

2022

Million Dollar Round Table (MDRT) is an international organization that recognizes the top 1% of
ﬁnancial professionals in the world. Congratulations to the 382 Knights of Columbus ﬁeld agents
who were recognized for their commitment to excellence, outstanding service and highest ethical
standards. We salute these men for their devotion to continuing Father McGivney’s mission.
Mackenzie Abbate — Virginia Beach, VA
Nicholas Abbate — Richmond, VA
Robert Abbate — Mechanicsville, VA
Glen Adams — Brownsburg, IN
William Albanese — Millsboro, DE
Jason Allman — Madison, TN
Brian Almond — Hastings, NE
Kevin Anglin — Conroe, TX
Eric Anzaldua — Weslaco, TX
Robert Arellano — Robstown, TX
Patrick Arndt — Fenton, MI
Gilles Arsenault — Moncton, NB
Joe Ayroso — Hayward, CA
Louis Baca — Whittier, CA
Paul Baker — Fort Wayne, IN
Marcus Bardwell — Prairieville, LA
John Barﬁeld — West Melbourne, FL
Brian Barlow — Saginaw, MI
David Barnes — Ponchatoula, LA
Kenneth Basel — Crystal Lake, IL
Dennis Beans — Victoria Harbour, ON
Cameron Beddome — Red Deer, AB
Jimmy Bell — Irving, TX
Odilon Bello — Pitt Meadow, BC
Daniel Biggs — Miami, FL
Jean Bisson — St. Hippolyte, QC
Julien Bisson — Saint-Jerome, QC
Jeremiah Blossom — Brooksville, IN
Walker Bormann — Hiawatha, IA
Wade Bormann — Bellevue, IA
Jason Bourget — Stanley, WI
Allen Bourne — Canton, GA
John Boylan — Hanover Township, PA
Timothy Bradford — Hurst, TX
Thomas Brennan — Glen Rock, NJ
Marcel Brideau — Tracadie-Sheila, NB
Gregory Bronson — Rescue, CA
Timothy Bronson — Nine Mile Falls, WA
Kevin Brown — Nashua, NH
Derek Brown — Linwood, NJ
Adam Bruna — Belleville, KS
Michael Bryant — Graham, TX
Joel Buchinski — Prince Albert, SK
William Buchta — Grand Island, NE
Ben Budia — Fort Collins, CO
Donald Burks — Plano, TX
Joseph Butler — Auburn, MA
Lawrence Cabirac — Houma, LA
Robert Callaway — Burtonsville, MD
Nicholas Calvino — Plymouth, MA
John Canter — Crownsville, MD
Robert Canter — Annapolis, MD
Joseph Carlin — McAllen, TX
Michael Carlin — Weslaco, TX
Philip Carlson — Brookings, SD
Stephen Carrick — Raymore, MO
Blair Carruthers — Saskatoon, SK
James Cassoday — Valparaiso, IN
Jose Castaneda — Sylmar, CA
Philippe Castelo — Branco Laval, QC
Brandon Castille — La Habra, CA
Cleo Castillo — Winnipeg, MB
John Cesta — West Palm Beach, FL
Brandon Chambers — Goose Creek, SC
Wayne Cherney — Devils Lake, ND
Jack Clarke — Roanoke, VA
Stephen Clites — Laurel, MD
Randy Clouatre — Saint Amant, LA
Jesus Colon-Pagan — Juana Diaz, PR
Samuel Connahey — Dillsburg, PA
Gerald Connolly — Peterborough, ON
Timothy Coskren — Walpole, MA
Andre Cossette — St. Albert, AB
Vincent Creo — Madison, NJ
Todd Crosby — Cypress, TX

Jeffrey Cummons — Jackson Center, OH
Todd Curtis — Newport News, VA
Tim Dagel — Sheldon, IA
Paul Daigle — Thompsons Station, TN
Chad Daigle — Fate, TX
Dion Dangzalan — Salinas, CA
Shawn David — Carencro, LA
Trenton Davis — Cheyenne Wells, CO
Aldrin D’Cunha — Burlington, ON
Jon Deakin — York, PA
Mark Deaton — Cypress, TX
Brian DeBlauw — Sarasota, FL
Ivan Delabruere — Milton, FL
Joseph DeMarco — Vero Beach, FL
Jeffrey Denehy — East Walpole, MA
John DiCalogero — East Walpole, MA
Robert DiCalogero — Canton, MA
Matthew DiCalogero — Medﬁeld, MA
Michael Dietz — Pueblo, CO
Eric Diekemper — Breese, IL
Angy Dion — Chicoutimi, QC
Trevor D’Mello — Mississauga, ON
Joseph Donlon — Somerset, NJ
Timothy Dreger — Platteville, WI
Simon D’Souza — Mississauga, ON
Vincent D’Souza — Maanotick, ON
Lance Dufour — Locust Grove, OK
Stephen Dugal — Oshawa, ON
Michael DuMont — Lansing, MI
Robert Duncan — Albany, OR
Shane Duplantis — Thibodaux, LA
Fred Durso — Laurel Springs, NJ
Denis Duval — Sudbury, ON
Emeka Egu — Beaumont, CA
Jay Eisele — Tyler, TX
Cameron Ellis — Huntsville, AL
Daniel Ellis — Shreveport, LA
Frank Emanuele — Cromwell, CT
Mathew Evangelista — Sainte Sophie, QC
Dwayne Failla — Katy, TX
Derek Faust — Lafayette, LA
Albert Fernandez — Ocala, FL
Raul Fernandez — Ocala, FL
Jamison Fettig — Napoleon, ND
Salvatore Filippelli — Henrico, VA
Phillip Fischer — Estero, FL
Sean Fitzpatrick — Baltimore, MD
Joe Flores — Poway, CA
John Forcella — Howell, NJ
Shawn Fox — New Richmond, WI
Brian Franck — Brainerd, MN
Dwight Frank — Louisville, KY
Joseph Furey — Clearwater, MN
James Gabster — Glassboro, NJ
David Gallagher — Ottawa, ON
Michael Garofalo — Mount Laurel, NJ
Andrew Garretson — Leander, TX
Ray Garretson — Overland Park, KS
Daniel Garrigan — Woodbridge, VA
Kevin Garza — Huntington Beach, CA
Gerardo Gautier-Matias — Juana Diaz, PR
Yvan Genier — Connaught, ON
Daniel Gimpel — Corbyville, ON
Dave Giuliani — Middlebury, VT
Shane Goheen — Little River, SC
Christopher Gonzalez — Cranberry Township, PA
Jeffrey Goralczyk — Syracuse, IN
Robert Gordon — Mooresville, NC
Brent Graettinger — Graettinger, IA
Brian Graham — Kensington, MD
Michael Gruszewski — Lockport, NY
Glain Guilmette — Madison Heights, MI
Clinton Hajovsky — Temple, TX
Christopher Hamelly — Roselle, IL
Michael Harrington — Fridley, MN

Exemplary Dedication.

Thomas Harrington — Manassas, VA
Stewart Havranek — Omaha, NE
Philip Hayden — East Lansing, MI
Mitchell Hebert — Lafayette, LA
Mark Hedge — Butler, OH
Ralph Heinze — Alexandria, VA
Gregory Helgerson — Union Center, WI
Thomas Hendricks — Doylestown, PA
Michael Henriquez — San Antonio, TX
Luke Henry — Gardner, KS
Ronald Henry — Knoxville, TN
Joel Herman — Harwood, ND
AJ Hingle — Metairie, LA
Scott Hinkebein — Nixa, MO
Larry Hoelscher — Jefferson City, MO
John Holtzhauser — Apollo Beach, FL
Cody Honas — Ellis, KS
Daniel Hooker — Pearl River, NY
Robert Howard — Madison, VA
Ted Hunkins — Paciﬁc, MO
Mark Hyland — Mechanicsville, VA
Michael Ives — Chesapeake, VA
Dale Jacks — Shelby Township, MI
Joe Jackson — Henerson, CO
Ryan Janak — Yoakum, TX
Glen Janow — Eagle Lake, TX
Lance Jolly — Arlington, TN
Gabriel Jones — Cottleville, MO
Lawrence Kana — Weimar, TX
James Keefe — Chicago, IL
James Kelly — Clinton, MA
Donald Kenkel — Portsmouth, IA
Lawrence Kennedy — Sanford, FL
Kevin Kenney — Highland Village, TX
Leopold Klatka — Rock Springs, WY
Matthew Kling — St. Charles, IL
Jonathan Knaus — Stuart, FL
Mark Koeppen — Tucson, AZ
Alan Kotlarski — Punta Gorda, FL
Jeremy Kuhlman — Ottawa, OH
Gary Kwapiszeski — Phoenix, AZ
Matthew Lamoreux — Bernalillo, NM
Scott Laue — Fenton, MI
Brian Lazusky — Orlando, FL
Richard Lesak — Wharton, TX
Shaun Linenberger — Hays, KS
Michael Lodato — Windsor, CO
Chad Lueken — Jasper, IN
Alfred Lugo — Torrance, CA
William Lupinacci — Oakton, VA
Michael Maggio — Yukon, OK
Justin Manion — Cottleville, MO
Scott Marcum — Cypress, TX
Patrick Marlowe — Monroe, LA
Robert Marlowe — Towson, MD
George Martinez — Uvalde, TX
Jesse Martinez — Rosamond, CA
Christopher Massoglia — Eagan, MN
Benny Matos — Loxahatchee, FL
Ralph Matthews — Franklin, NC
Matthew Maurin — Reserve, LA
Kevin Maxwell — Leesburg, FL
Antonio Maza — The Colony, TX
Michael McAndrew — Altonna, PA
Chad McAuliff — Broken Arrow, OK
Gregory McBride — Ragley, LA
Luke McClure — Gulfport, MS
Robert McColl — Summerville, SC
Thomas McCully — Concord, MI
Michael McDonough — Louisburg, NC
Mark McEniry — Seal Beach, CA
Robert McFadden — Fords, NJ
Patrick McFadden — Parlin, NJ
Daniel McGeehan — Toms River, NJ
Dave McIntosh — Greenville, PA

James Medeiros — York, ON
Gregory Mehochko — Belleville, IL
Stephen Melancon — Las Vegas, NV
Norbert Mendes — Princeton, NJ
Larry Messer — Westminster, MD
Roy Metter — David City, NE
Tyler Meyer — Kingman, KS
Christopher Miller — Chicopee, MA
Charlie Miraglia — Ramsey, NJ
David Moeller — Folsom, CA
Brian Montone — Brentwood, CA
Paul Morassutti — San Ramon, CA
Darren Mueller — Wichita, KS
John Mueller — Chandler, AZ
Chad Muhlenkamp — Milford, OH
Albert Myers — Catonsville, MD
Desire Ndongo — Orleans, ON
Jeffery Neiggemann — Streator, IL
Jason Nelligan — Hamilton, ON
Brandon Nelson — Pueblo, CO
Nicolas Novak — Adrian, MI
Timothy Nowak — Neehan, WI
Douglas Nurenberg — Saint Johns, MI
Chris Obodo — Kitchener, ON
Dennis O’Connell — Mazomanie, WI
Daniel O’Keefe — Port Angeles, WA
Edward O’Keefe — Middle River, MD
Bob Olivas — Anaheim, CA
Brandon Olley — Natural Bridge, NY
Jose Oviedo — Houston, TX
Paolo Pacana — Irvine, CA
Kevin Paish — St. Albert, AB
Brandon Pals — Teutopolis, IL
Mark Pan — Pitt Meadow, BC
Ted Pataki — Cedar Park, TX
Michael Payne — Lubbock, TX
Josip Pehar — St. Louis, MO
Craig Pfeifer — Hartington, NE
Neil Pfeifer — Norfolk, NE
Noah Pfeifer — Norfolk, NE
Kevin Philip — Regina, SK
Benoit Picard — Laval, QC
Jerome Pickett — Kingsford, MI
Glenn Podany — Bothell, WA
Jacob Pruemer — Teutopolis, IL
Tim Pugh — Niceville, FL
Samuel Rainey — East Selkrik, MB
Christopher Randazzo — New Braunfels, TX
Henry Rangel — Cypress, TX
Joseph Rannazzisi — West Babylon, NY
Cody Reed — Covington, LA
Darin Reed — Ellis, KS
Stephen Regan — Lebanon, TN
Frederick Reinecke — Towson, MD
Joseph Remer — Winsted, MN
Bobby Renaud — Sudbury, ON
Ronald Restaino — San Diego, CA
JP Ricard — Glen Robertson, ON
Tim Richard — Lafayette, LA
Jonathan Rock — Frederick, MD
Gerson Rodrigues — Brampton, ON
Martin Rodriguez — Lubbock, TX
Silverio Rodriguez — Miami Springs, FL
Anthony Rodriguez — Simi Valley, CA
Anthony Rosemeier — DeGraff, MN
Jarrrod Roth — Port Orchard, WA
Louis Rouleau — Edmonton, AB
Michael Roznowski — Loves Park, IL
John Ruckart — Oldsmar, FL
Benjamin Salazar — Norfolk, VA
Alfred Sanchez — Midland, TX
Ronald Sandoval — Pasadena, CA
Jayme Sanford — Greenwood Village, CO
Sonny Sangemino — Windsor, ON
Zachary Scardino — Beaumont, TX

David Schallmo — North Chesterﬁeld, VA
John Schibi — Parsons, KS
Kirby Schmelzle — Seneca, KS
Michael Scholz — Loomis, NE
Henry Schorr — Eagle, ID
Kevin Schubert — Linn Creek, MO
John Seguin — Sturbridge, MA
Cicero Seisdedos — Honolulu, HI
Raymond Selg — Norfolk, VA
Matthew Seltzer — Deming, NM
Peter Seuntjens — Danbury, IA
Daniel Sheehan — Neoga, IL
Tyler Sheehan — Neoga, IL
Joseph Shock — Hanover Township, PA
Loy Shrum — Millersville, MO
James Siermine — Aston, PA
Mark Sirois — Waterbury, CT
Daniel Slattery — Stow, OH
Joseph Soja — Fort Collins, CO
Devon Soukup — Yukon, OK
David Soukup — Kansas City, KS
Joseph Spada — Lombard, IL
Joseph Spinelli — Tallahassee, FL
Jack Springmire — Woodridge, IL
Bobby Stevens — Beggs, OK
John Stewart — Sagamore Beach, MA
Jeffrey Storey — Alhambra, CA
Thomas Strassner — Ocean City, MD
Stan Strope — Columbia, MO
Blake Stubbington — Edmonton, AB
Joshua Sturm — Shelocta, PA
Mark Suomala — Fitchburg, MA
Jody Supak — La Grange, TX
Lawrence Suter — Canton, OH
Eric Sylvester — Windsor, ON
Dan Thelen — Westphalia, MI
Michael Thelen — Westphalia, MI
Christian Thibault — Granby, QC
Austin Thorne — Lake Charles, LA
Andrew Tice — Hurst, TX
Ian Timmermann — Breese, IL
Vance Todt — Oran, MO
Jeffrey Toeniskoetter — Boynton Beach, FL
Adam Tumminelli — Virginia Beach, VA
Charles Turino — Naples, FL
Daniel Van Boxtel — Appleton, WI
Herm Vanderheyden — Strathroy, ON
Thomas Varkados — Lake In The Hills, IL
Timothy Voegeli — Wichita, KS
Alexander Vu — Spring, TX
Gregory Waddle — Waukee, IA
John Walsh — Charleston, WV
Kevin Weber — Gretna, NE
Bill Weber — Newton, KS
Aaron Weiss — Berwick, ME
Andrew Weiss — South Bend, IN
William Weiss — Owls Head, ME
Trey Welker — Edmond, OK
Scott Weston — Spencer, ON
Gregory White — Erlanger, KY
Stephen White — Hudson, NH
Donald Willey — Bismarck, ND
Scott Williamson — Red Deer, AB
Scott Willis — Lake Charles, LA
Christopher Winston — Middleburg Heights, OH
Bill Wisniewski — Chicopee, MA
Walter Witt — Ossian, IA
William Wolfe — Jenkins TWP, PA
Jefferson Woolsey — Saint Paul, MN
Fabian Yaklin — Prior Lake, MN
Max Yardley — Edmond, OK
Mike York — Washington, MO
Mark Yubeta — San Clemente, CA

Extraordinary Service.

KNIGHTS OF CHARITY

Knights
of Charity
Every day, Knights all over the world are given
opportunities to make a difference — whether
through community service, raising money or
prayer. We celebrate each and every Knight for
his strength, his compassion and his dedication
to building a better world.

Mark Pan (front), a member of St. Joseph
Council 9846 in Port Moody, British Columbia,
and a field agent based in Pitt Meadows, rides
in the Tour de Cure to benefit the BC Cancer
Foundation. A group of Knights participates
as a team annually in the event, and together
they raised more than CA$10,000 before this
year’s race.

To be featured here, send your council’s “Knights in Action” photo as well as its description to:
Columbia, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510-3326 or e-mail: knightsinaction@kofc.org
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KOC
PLEASE, DO ALL YOU CAN TO ENCOURAGE PRIESTLY AND RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS. YOUR PRAYERS AND SUPPORT MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

‘The Lord has
continued to fill
my heart.’

Sister Rose Dominic Daily
Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia
Nashville, Tennessee
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“Wherever there are consecrated people … there
is always joy!” These words of Pope Francis reflect
my own experience since I was a child. Through
my parish, I had the opportunity to meet many
religious sisters from different communities, and
each time I was amazed at the contagious joy of
these women who had given up everything to follow Jesus. I began to recognize in my heart a desire
to do the same.
When I was in grade school, my parish opened
a perpetual adoration chapel, and my parents and
I would pray there an hour each week. In this quiet
time of prayer, I encountered the Lord and his
unconditional love for me. My desire to become a
bride of Christ continued to grow.
During my senior year of high school, I spent
time visiting the Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia,
who were teaching in my diocese. I was drawn to
their charism of teaching for the salvation of souls.
I entered the community in 2013 and made my
final profession in 2020. The Lord has continued
to fill my heart with his peace and joy!
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